TOWN HALL MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 29, 2006

The Town Hall Meeting on Underage Drinking was held at the Riverton Elementary School on Wednesday, March 29.  There were ten parents that attended this event along with JC Ippolito, Village Trustee, attending for Mayor Joe Rusciolli, and Chief Dave Smith, Riverton Police Department.  The panelists included Sheriff Neil Williamson, Sgt. Mike Vorreyer from the Illinois State Police, Officer Jim Lawley from the Riverton Police Department and DARE, Kristen Oakley from the Triangle Center and Kathy Jobin from Illinois Drug Education Alliance. 
Jim Leach from WMAY Radio was the moderator for the evening.  He read a portion of a letter sent from Attorney General Lisa Madigan.  Her letter gave information that underage drinking affects the entire community.  She gave statistics that “the average age when youths first try alcohol is 11 years old for boys and 13 years old for girls.  An Illinois study found that more than half of 12th graders reported drinking alcohol in the last month, and 35% reported binge drinking in the last two weeks.  Studies have shown that the younger a person begins to drink the higher the risk of becoming an alcoholic”. 
Kathy Jobin opened the evening with information on the dangers of alcohol on an adolescent’s brain and body.  Introducing alcohol at a young age can cause long term brain damage as well as the possibility for addictions or dependencies.  Parents need to monitor and talk with their children about the dangers.
Sheriff Neil Williamson, Sangamon County Sheriff, spoke on the problem of underage drinking and although there has been a reduction in underage alcohol related fatalities there is still a lot of work that has to be done.  Many parties take place out on county roads and unless law enforcement are told or informed about the location of the parties, many are hard to find and may not be caught.  When the parties are “busted”, most teens are not caught due to the easy escape routes.  The teens that are caught, parents are called and information is taken.  The teen is then released but told they will be notified by the district attorneys office to appear in court.  He recommended that parents become more involved in their child’s lives and to know there whereabouts and who they are with.  If you know of a party, call the officials to have it investigated.  There are new programs beginning that will give the county more resources to be able to find the source of where the alcohol came from if alcohol is the result of an accident or fatality.  
Sgt. Mike Vorreyer, Illinois State Police Department, spoke on the fact that the state does compliance stings and the results are sent to the states attorney’s office for processing.  Parents have the right to legally revoke the license of their teen if that parent feels their child is not responsible enough to have that privilege.  

Officer Jim Lawley, Riverton Police Department, discussed his role in the Riverton School District.  Along with the DARE officer, SAP group leader and juvenile officer, he is on the board of the Teen Court.  This is in cooperation with Williamsville Officer Phil Brown.  Teen Court allows teens from either community to avoid the legal system and have their case heard by teens from the opposite schools.  This has been a great experience for both communities.  Officer Lawley also explained that our alcohol related incidents may appear to be lower but feels that the teens are heading into the county or neighboring areas to party and consume alcohol.  Parents need to be aware of their child’s activities and be willing to contact the law enforcement if there is knowledge of a party where teens will be in consumption of alcohol.  A question was asked to him after the meeting on the routine that is used when teens are caught drinking, he stated that the village police follow the same procedure as the county.  
Kristen Oakley, Triangle Center, spoke on the children that she works with and how many children do not realize the dangers of drinking.  In many cases the child sees the parent’s relationship with alcohol and assumes that same behavior.  It is important that parents talk with their child(ren) about the dangers of alcohol, set expectations for the family and consequences if those rules and expectations are broken.  Talk with your child on a daily basis and find out what is going on in their lives.  Teens will begin to open up to parents if they feel that they will be heard.

The meeting then allowed questions to be asked by the people in attendance.  There were three display tables set up by IDEA (Illinois Drug Education Alliance), Melissa Schaive from IDOT brought great information, and a table from ILCAAP (Illinois Church Action on Alcohol & Addiction Problems).  The evening concluded with side bar discussions and snacks.  

We would like to thank all that attended and presented.  We encourage parents to talk with their children on the dangers of alcohol use, and promote waiting until they are of legal age, to listen to their children and to know their whereabouts and who they are with and to seek professional help if a child is found to be drinking alcohol.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions or if you would like to see another meeting to discuss the problems or possible solutions to the problem of underage drinking. 

Thank you,

Karla Kuizin and Deb Behrens

